NORFOLK  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

COUNTY  MEDICAL 

OFFICER 

FOR 


1939  &  1940 


NORFOLK  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

COUNTY  MEDICAL 

OFFICER 

FOR 

\  t 

1939  &  1940 


ROBERTS  PRINTERS  (NORWICH)  LTD..  TEN  BELL  LANE.  NORWICH 


Preface. 


Owing  to  the  very  heavy  duties  which  have  been  placed  upon  the  Public 
Health  Department  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  together  with  the  calling 
up  of  the  clerical  staff,  it  has  been  impossible  to  issue  the  Annual  Report 
for  1939  earlier.  It  has  therefore  been  combined  with  that  for  1940. 

The  reports  are,  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Ministry,  much 
abridged. 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  have  to  record  the  death  on  active  service 
of  Dr.  W.  W.  Wildman,  who  took  up  one  of  the  combined  appointments 
of  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  October,  1938. 

At  the  end  of  1940,  4  Medical  Officers,  1  Nurse,  and  8  members  of  the 
Clerical  Staff  had  been  called  up  or  had  voluntarily  enlisted  in  the  Forces. 
I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  whole-hearted  way  in  which  the  staff 
has  tackled  all  the  additional  burdens  placed  upon  them. 

T.  RUDDOCK-WEST. 

County  Public  Health  Department, 

29  Thorpe  Road,  Norwich. 


October,  1941. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the 
Administrative  County. 


Area  ...  v 

•  •  •  •  • 

»  •  •  •  « 

1,302,744  acres 

Population — Census,  1931 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  • 

318,903 

Estimated  by  Registrar-General, 

mid-1939 

327,750 

1940 

338,670 

General 

Special 

purposes. 

purposes. 

Rateable  Value  ... 

. 

£1,140,098 

£1,021,053 

Produce  of  Penny  Rate  •• 

. 

£1,850 

£4,374 

Births  and  Deaths. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

1939.  1940. 

1939.  1940. 

1939.  1940. 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

4672  4781 

2417  2462 

2255  2319 

Illegitimate 

235  211 

126  105 

109  106 

Birth  rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population — 
1939,  14-25;  1940,  14-12. 


Stillbirths  ...  ...  181  199  105  101  76  98 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births. — 

1939,  36-35;  1940,  38'33. 

Deaths  ...  ...  4184  4542  2133  2297  2051  2245 

Death  rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population — 

1939,  12-76;  1940,  13‘41. 

Rate  per  1000  total 
Deaths.  (live  and  still)  births. 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes— 

1939. 

% 

1940. 

1939. 

1940. 

Puerperal  sepsis 

1 

1 

0-20 

0-18 

Other  puerperal  causes 

19 

8 

3-81  , 

1-48 

Total 

...  20 

9 

4-01 

1-67 

1939.  1940. 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age — 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  ...  4L57  47-00 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births- ••  39-59  45-91 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  80-85  71-43 


Deaths. 


1939. 

1940. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

660 

606 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

— — 

6 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

8 

10 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

13 

16 

< 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  live  births  registered  and  the 
birth  rates  during  the  past  five  years : — 


Urban. 

Rural. 

Adm. 

County. 

Rate  for 

Net  No. 

Net  No. 

Net  No. 

England 

Year. 

Regstd. 

Rate. 

Regstd. 

Rate. 

Regstd. 

Rate. 

&  Wales. 

1936 

922 

14*10 

3880 

15*04 

4802 

14*85 

14*8 

1937 

...  931 

14*29 

3947 

15*38 

4878 

15*01 

14*9 

1938 

...  902 

13*88 

3959 

15*19 

4861 

14*93 

15*1 

1939 

...  903 

13*90 

4004 

15*23 

4907 

14*94 

15*0 

1940 

...  971 

14*07 

4021 

14*91 

4992 

14*74 

14*6 

The  following  table  gives  a  comparison  with  the  number  of  deaths  anu 
death  rates  during  the  past  five  years : — 


Urban.  Rural.  Adm.  County. 


Crude 

Crude 

Crude 

Rate  for 

No.  of 

Death 

No.  of 

Death 

No.  of 

Death 

England 

Year. 

Deaths. 

Rate. 

Deaths. 

Rate. 

Deaths. 

Rate. 

&  Wales. 

1936  ... 

878 

13*43 

3277 

12*71 

4055 

12*85 

121 

1937  ... 

859 

13*18 

3282 

12*63 

4141 

12*74 

12*4 

1938  ... 

799 

12*30 

2994 

11*49 

3793 

11*65 

1 1*6 

1939  ... 

858 

13*21 

3326 

12*65 

4184 

12*76 

12*1 

1940  ... 

999 

14*33 

3543 

13*14 

4542 

13*41 

14*3 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births  was  4*01  in  1939,  com¬ 
pared  with  2*82  for  England  and  Wales.  In  1940  the  rates  were  1*67  and 
2*16  respectively. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  in  1939  at  specified  ages 

(Figures  given  by  Registrar-General) . 


Causes  ok  Death. 

Total 

All 

Ages. 

0- 

1- 

2- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

-3 

55- 

65- 

75- 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

8 

7 

1 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

82 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

3 

16 

17 

32 

Encephalitis  Dethargica  ... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 
Tuberculosis  of  the  Res- 

4 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

piratory  System 

122 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

25 

25 

18 

22 

12 

— 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

37 

2 

5 

5 

4 

7 

2 

6 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Syphilis 

General  Paralysis  of  the 

5 

1 

•  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

insane,  tabes  dorsalis 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

4 

— 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

660 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

7 

17 

65 

139 

226 

204 

Diabetes  ... 

68 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— - 

2 

6 

9 

27 

22 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

272 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

5 

45 

83 

134 

Heart  Disease 

1 159 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

7 

11 

36 

139 

303 

656 

Aneurysm 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

- — 

3 

1 

3 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

311 

— =? 

— 

—  ' 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

28 

77 

203 

Bronchitis 

133 

7 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

1 

6 

9 

35 

70 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

130 

20 

4 

4 

1 

4 

5 

4 

7 

15 

26 

40 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

30 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

2 

3 

10 

7 

Peptic  Ulcer 

39 

— 

— 

— 

—  ■ 

— 

2 

4 

10 

8 

12 

3 

Diarrhoea,  2  years  and  over 

7 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea,  under  2  years  ... 

13 

13 

Appendicitis 

18 

— 

— 

1 

3 

2 

— 

1 

2 

5 

2 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Diver... 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Diver,  etc. 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

10 

9 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

60 

3 

— 

3 

3 

2 

1 

2 

8 

8 

18 

12 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

82 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

2 

7 

17 

23 

29 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ... 
Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  Premature 

19 

3 

9 

7 

Birth,  etc. 

137 

133 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Senility 

192 

13 

179 

Suicide 

27 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

2 

5 

8 

4 

3 

Other  Violence 

160 

5 

— 

2 

9 

22 

19 

16 

14 

18 

15 

40 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Un- 

333 

9 

4 

7 

11 

8 

17 

19 

27 

60 

79 

92 

known 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

1 

1 

3 

9 

7 

Fever 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

All  Causes 

4184 

204 

17 

27 

40 

83 

120 

136 

233 

561 

1009 

1754 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  in  1940  at  specified  ages: — 

(Figures  given  by  Registrar-General)  . 


Causes  of  Death. 

Total 

all 

Ai?eS. 

0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

45- 

65- 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

„  2 

_ 

'  1 

1 

Cerebro-spinF  Fever 

18 

6 

2 

2 

5 

2 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

— 

—  ‘ 

1 

— — 

. 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

6 

3 

— 

1 

Diphtheria  ...  ... 

13  ! 

— 

6 

5 

o 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratorv  System 

119 

— 

1 

69 

35 

14 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

29  | 

1 

8 

— 

8 

12 

— 

Syphilitic  Diseases  ...  ...  • 

20  | 

— 

_ 

— 

2 

11 

7 

Influenza  ... 

108 

'2 

4 

1 

12 

24 

65 

Measles 

6 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  and  CFsoph.  (M) 
Uterus  (F) 

65 

_ 

1 

1 

21 

42 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

140 

— 

— 

1 

_ _ _ 

42 

97 

Cancer  of  Breast 

58 

— 

— 

4 

28 

26 

'  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

343 

1 

1 

1 

16 

96 

228 

Diabetes 

62 

_ 

I 

.  1 

3 

6 

12 

40 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

489 

— 

— 

9 

97 

383 

Heart  Disease 

1214 

— 

— 

2 

24 

186 

1002 

Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

133 

1  - 

— 

— 

1 

8 

124 

Bronchitis 

296 

6 

2 

2 

8 

38 

240 

Pneumonia 

,  159 

20 

18 

6 

1 5 

34 

66 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

51 

1 

1 

1 

4 

15 

29 

Ulcher  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

44 

— 

■ — 

— 

4 

17 

23 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

16 

14 

2 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

Appendicitis 

21 

— 

2 

— 

7 

6 

6 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

81 

1 

2 

4 

9 

23 

42 

Nephritis 

108 

— 

— 

— 

6 

24 

78 

Peco  and  Post-abortive  Sepsis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

Premature  Birth 

65 

65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Con.  mal.,  birth  inj.,  infant  dis. 

91 

80 

4 

2 

3 

2 

— 

Suicide 

43 

— 

— 

— 

11 

19 

13 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

58 

— 

3 

8 

24 

15 

8 

Other  violent  causes 

146 

6 

6 

8 

31 

40 

55 

All  other  causes 

518 

20 

3 

12 

48 

70 

365 

All  causes 

4542 

230 

71 

64 

341 

880 

2956 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

in  the  Area. 

LABORATORY. 

The  County  Public  Health  Laboratory  was  established  in  1920  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  bacteriological  facilities  for  the  general  practitioners 
in  the  County.  The  laboratory  is  equipped  with  modern  apparatus,  and 
is  available  for  urgent  work  on  Sundays  and  Public  Holidays. 


The  following  tablq  gives  particulars  of  the  work  done  during  the 
past  five  years  : — 


1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

Swabs  for  diphtheria  bacilli 

1573 

2710 

2783 

3050 

4143 

Swabs  for  haemolytic  streptococci 

64 

106 

279 

607 

1695 

Cerebrospinal  fluid 

— - 

— 

— 

14 

81 

Sputum  for  tubercle  bacilli 

920 

1084 

1141 

1148 

1068 

Urine  for  tubercle  bacilli  ... 

29 

23 

24 

31 

32 

Faeces  for  tubercle  bacilli  ... 

3 

18 

10 

10 

16 

Pus  for  tubercle  bacilli 

3 

2 

— 

8 

5 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid  for  tubercle  bacilli 

2 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

Pleural  effusion  for  tubercle  bacilli  ... 

3 

2 

7 

6 

13 

Tuberculin  dilutions  prepared 

18 

33 

20 

32 

— 

Moro’s  ointment  prepared  ... 

202 

223 

150 

207 

159 

Milk  for  tubercle  bacilli 

2068 

1937 

609 

5 

1 

T.T.  and  Accredited  Milk  ... 

1834 

2746 

2758 

2451 

1876 

Pasteurised  Milk  ... 

— 

5 

4 

3 

— 

Milk  for  Br.  Abortus 

77 

— 

— 

45 

1 

Blood  for  Widal  ... 

23 

39 

53 

249 

69 

Urine,  various 

61 

103 

157 

171 

135 

Faeces  for  typhoid... 

** 

0 

21 

29 

228 

151 

Hairs  for  ringworm 

40 

59 

50 

52 

35 

Shellfish  for  B.  Coli 

20 

8 

6 

6 

8 

Specimens  of  sewage  and  river  water... 

14 1 

67 

117 

155 

160 

Specimens  of  water 

149] 

Miscellaneous  specimens 

18 

92 

60 

61 

58 

Urine  for  typhoid  ... 

— 

— 

— 

105 

112 

Other  specimens  for  typhoid 

— 

— - 

— 

17 

— 

Milk  for  Schools  and  Public  Assist- 

0' 

ance  Institutions 

312 

25 

92 

71 

15 

Totals 

7438 

9304 

8349 

8732 

9823 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES,  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME,  HOSPITALS. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  these  Services. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT,  1929. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  Administration,  arrangements  for  the 
Public  Assistance  Medical  Service,  and  the  institutional  provision  for  the 
care  of  mental  defectives,  except  that  one  Public  Assistance  Institution  has 
been  upgraded  under  the  Emergency  Hospital  Scheme. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICES. 

As  Local  Supervising  Authority  for  the  whole  of  the  administrative 
county,  notifications  were  received  by  the  County  Council  from  197  and 
193  midwives  during  1939  and  1940  respectively  of  their  intention  to 
practise  in  the  area. 

MIDWIVES  ACT,  1936. 

Full  particulars  of  the  Council’s  scheme  and  agreement  with  the  Norfolk 
Nursing  Federation  appeared  in  the  Report  for  1937. 

Section  6  of  the  Act  has  been  applied  to  the  area. 

TRAINING  OF  MIDWIVES. 

The  Council  continued  to  make  a  grant  of  £S0  in  respect  of  each  mid¬ 
wife  permanently  appointed  by  the.  Norfolk  Nursing  Federation  to  work 
in  the  county. 

INSPECTION  OF  MIDWIVES. 

564  and  487  routine  inspection  visits  were  paid  respectively  during  1939 
and  1940.  Special  visits  to  cases  requiring  supervision  were  also  paid 
wherever  necessary. 

Under  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  midwives  are  required 
to  summon  medical  help  under  certain  specified  emergencies,  and  to  notify 
the  Local  Supervising  Authority  that  they  have  done  so.  703  notifications 
were  received  during  1939  and  702  during  1940  in  respect  to  domiciliary 
cases. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 


The  cases  notified  are  shewn  in  the  following  table : — 


Year. 

Cases. 

Vision  un¬ 
impaired. 

Vision 

im¬ 

paired. 

Vision 

Lost. 

/ 

Deaths. 

"Under 
ti  eatment 
at  end  of 
year. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At  home. 

At 

Hospital. 

1936 

17 

14 

3 

13 

_ 

_ 

2* 

4 

2 

1937 

2Q 

16 

4 

18 

— ' 

— 

— 

2 

1938 

16 

10 

6 

15 

— - 

— 

— 

1 

1939 

22 

17 

5 

22 

—  , 

— 

— 

1940 

9 

6 

3 

9 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

^Prematurity. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

Notifications  were  received  as  follows: — 


Year. 

No.  of  cases 
notified. 

No.  of  cases 
where  trained 
Nurse  provi¬ 
ded  by  Council 

No.  of  appli¬ 
cations  for 
second 
opinions 

No.  of  cases 
removed  to 
hospital. 

1939 

1940 

62 

45 

10 

4 

17 

19 
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INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  MOTHERS  AND 

CHILDREN. 


In  the  Public  Assistance  Institutions  there  are  17  beds  provided  for 
maternity  cases.  During  1940,  81  patients  were  confined  at  these  Institu¬ 
tions,  the  figure  for  1939  being  70. 

127  patients  were  admitted  to  hospitals  as  anticipated  cases  of  difficult 
and  abnormal  labour  during  the  two  years,  and  in  each  case  the  County 
Council  accepted  responsibility  for  the  maintenance  charges,  the  patients 
being  required  to  contribute  in  accordance  with  their  means.  11  of  these 
patients  were  women  received  into  the  County  under  the  Evacuation  Scheme. 

During  the  two  years  admission  of  20  girls  to  voluntary  Maternity 
Homes  of  unmarried  mothers  was  authorised. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

The  causes  of  death  due  to  pregnancy  or  childbirth  are  given  by  the 


Registrar-General  as  follows  : — 

• 

1939. 

1940 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

1 

Other  Puerperal  causes 

...  19 

8 

Total 

...  20 

9 

Year. 

Maternal 

Deaths. 

No.  of 
Births. 

Rate 
per  1000 
total  Births. 

England 
and  Wales. 

1931 

20 

5028 

3.98 

3.95 

1932 

19 

4917 

3.86 

4.04 

1933 

13 

4698 

2.76 

4.32 

1934 

21 

4893 

4.14 

4.41 

1935 

17 

4784 

3.55 

3.94 

1936 

27 

4802 

5.62 

3.81 

1937 

8 

4878 

1.58 

3.11 

1938 

10 

4861 

1.98 

3.08 

1939 

20 

4907 

4.01 

2.82 

1940 

9 

4992 

1.67 

2.16 

The  cases  of  women  who  died  in,  or  immediately  following,  childbirth 
were  investigated,  and  confidential  reports  sent  to  the  Chief  Medical  Officer 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

I  wish  again  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  of  the 
medical  practitioners  in  reporting  voluntarily  all  such  cases,  and  enabling 
the  desired  confidential  reports  to  be  completed. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS. 

The  County  Council  is  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Authority  for  the 
whole  of  the  Administrative  County,  with  the  exception  of  King’s  Lynn 
Borough. 
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All  births  occurring  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  area  are 
notifiable  direct  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  under  the  Notification  of 
Births  Acts,  1907  and  1915,  as  amended  by  the  Notification  of  Births 
(Transfer)  Order,  1930.  Each  case  notified  is  followed  up  by  a  health 
visitor,  and  any  defects  found  are  reported  and  dealt  with  under  the 
appropriate  schemes. 

4005  births  were  notified  in  the  County  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Area  in  1939,  and  3983  in  1940. 


HEALTH  VISITING. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  areas,  the  County  is  covered  by  the  District 
Nurse-Midwives  as  part-time  Health  Visitors,  there  being  only  one  whole¬ 
time  Visitor. 

The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  health  visitors’  work  during 
the  past  five  years  : — 


Year. 

Expectant  Mothers. 

Infants  under  1  year. 

Children 

1 — 5  y^ars. 

Grand 

Total. 

First 

Visits. 

Total 

Visits. 

First 

Visits. 

Total 

Visits. 

1936 

2898 

11447 

4000 

34623 

94531 

140601 

1937 

3386 

14810 

4123 

36341 

59045 

117705 

1938 

3588 

17172 

4050 

38026 

58314 

121150 

1939 

3978 

18578 

4531 

40839 

59057 

126983 

1940 

4052 

19071 

4190 

40434 

58179 

125926 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

In  1939,  26  Infanl  Welfare  Centres  were  provided  and  maintained  by 
the  County  Council ;  in  1940  there  were  24.  In  addition  there  were  3  centres 
provided  and  maintained  by  voluntary  associations  aided  by  grants  from  the 
Council.  Grants  were  also  made  to  2  centres  outside  the  County  in  respect 
of  attendances  made  by  Norfolk  mothers  and  children. 

ANTE-  AND  POST-NATAL  WORK. 

The  Ante-Natal  Scheme  was  described  fully  in  the  1937  Report.  During 
1939,  879  expectant  mothers  were  ante-natally  examined,  whilst  in  1940 
the  number  was  1225. 

The  Post-Natal  Scheme,  which  utilises  the  services  of  the  General 
Practitioners  and  Consultants  as  in  the  Ante-Natal  Scheme,  was  in  force 
during  both  1939  and  1940.  The  number  of  mothers  who  were  referred  and 
examined  was  66  and  122  respectively. 

WEIGHING  CENTRES. 

A  number  of  centres  have  been  established  by  voluntary  agencies, 
usually  the  local  Nursing  Associations,  helped  in  certain  cases  by  the  local 
detachments  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society.  These  centres  are  not 
assisted  by  grants  from  the  County  Council. 
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ANCILLARY  SERVICES. 

FREE  DOCTOR  OR  MIDWIFE. 

The  County  Council  has  a  scheme  for  the  provision  of  a  free  doctor 
in  cases  which  cannot  be  undertaken  by  a  midwife.  Where  the  patient  is 
unable  to  engage  a  doctor  privately,  arrangements  are  made  by  the  Council 
for  medical  attendance  and,  if  necessary,  hospital  treatment. 

TONSIES  AND  ADENOIDS. 

Arrangements  are  made  for  general  practitioners  on  an  approved  panel 
to  carry  out  tonsil  and  adenoid  operations  in  cases  referred  by  medical  officers 
of  the  department.  Parents  are  required  to  contribute  towards  the  cost  in 
accordance  with  their  means. 

BIRTH  CONTROL. 

Arrangements  continue  for  the  facilities  of  thf  Norwich  Mothers’  Clinic 
for  Constructive  Birth  Control  to  be  available  for  County  mothers,  in  cases 
where  further  pregnancies  would,  in  the  opinion  of  their  medical  attendant, 
prove  detrimental  to  health. 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

A  scheme  was  instituted  in  1933  for  young  children  with  defective 
vision  to  be  examined  by  the  part-time  Ophthalmic  Specialists. 

MILK  SCHEME  FOR  NECESSITOUS  EXPECTANT  OR  NURSING 
MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

The  administration  of  this  scheme  throughout  the  area  is  carried  out 
by  the  County  Council.  All  applications  are  considered  by  one  Committee. 
A  scale  of  income  has  been  adopted  as  a  guiding  factor,  but  each  case  is 
dealt  with  on  its  merits,  and  once  the  medical  need  for  milk  is  established 
grants  are  made  to  many  cases  which  would  not  otherwise  have  been  eligible. 

During  the  two  years  under  review  the  Committee  authorised  the  supply 

Dried  Milk. 

Pounds. 

16,946 
15,480 

The  decrease  in  the  liquid  milk  supplied  in  1940  was  due  to  the  new 
arrangements  made  by  the  Government  whereby  applications  for  milk  were 
sent  to  the  District  Milk  Officer. 


Liquid  Milk. 
Galls. 

1939  ...  9270 

1940  ...  6077 


DENTAL  SCHEME  FOR  NECESSITOUS  EXPECTANT 

AND  NURSING  MOTHERS. 

This  scheme  Was  inaugurated  in  1926,  and  has  proved  a  great  help 
to  mothers.  Treatment  is  given  by  a  panel  of  qualified  dental  surgeons, 
similar  fees  being  paid  as  those  in  force  in  respect  of  National  Health 
Insurance  patients. 

In  all  cases  some  contribution  is  required  towards  the  cost  of  treatment, 
and  authorisation  to  proceed  is  not  given  until  that  contribution  is  received. 
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CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 


The  administration  of  Sections  206-220  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
remain  as  outlined  in  previous  reports,  with  the  exception  that  all  the  routine 
visiting  is  done  by  the  9  School  Nurses,  with  supervisory  visits  by  members 
of  the  medical  staff  and  the  staff  of  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor. 

In  every  new  application  a  primary  report  is  made  in  respect  of  the 
foster  parent  and  home,  and  in  approved  cases  a  figure  representing  the 
maximum  number  of  nurse  children  for  which  the  home  is  suitable  is  laid 
down.  Primary  reports  are  then  completed  in  respect  of  every  nurse  child 
received  into  the  home,  while  subsequent ' visits  are  paid,  usually  at  three- 
to  four-monthly  intervals.  In  cases  where  conditions  do  not  appear  to  be 
entirely  satisfactory,  however,  more  frequent  inspections  are  made. 

No  child  was  removed  to  a  “place  0f  safety”  during  the  two  years, 
and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings  under  any 
parts  of  the  Act. 


* 

The  following  figures  indicate  the  position  at  the  beginning  of  1939  and 
end  of  the  year  1940  : — 

1.  Foster  Parents. 


No.  on  Register  on  1st  January,  1939 

.  .  . 

251 

No.  removed  from  Register  during  the  two  years 

87 

No.  of  new  registrations 

.  .  • 

84 

No.  on  Register  on  31st  December,  1940 

248 

Nurse  Children. 

No.  on  Register  on  1st  January,  1939 

. 

393 

No.  removed  from  Register  during  the  two  years — 

(a)  To  parents  or  Benevolent  Societies  ... 

71 

(b)  Attained  age  of  9  years 

50 

(c)  Adopted  by  Foster  Parents  ... 

7 

( d )  Removed  to  Public  Assistance  Institu- 

tions 

1 

( e )  Removed  to  other  counties  ... 

— 

(/)  Died 

— 

(g)  Removed  to  another  Foster  Parent  ... 

15 

( h )  Miscellaneous 

5 

\ 

149 

No.  of  new  registrations 

.  .  • 

122 

No.  on  Register  on  31st  December,  1940 

366 

Visits  made  by  Inspectors  during  year. 

1939. 

1940. 

No.  of  Primary  reports:  — 

(a)  Homes  ...  . 

62 

65 

( b )  Holiday  Homes  ... 

15 

— 

(c)  Nurse  Children  ... 

124 

118 

No.  of  further  reports  on  Nurse  Children- •• 

719 

919 

Total 

920 

1102 

13 


♦ 

MATERNITY  ^ND  NURSING  HOMES. 

All  Homes  which  apply  for  registration  are  visited  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  and,  if  found  suitable,  registered. 

The  County  Council  has  adopted  the  model  bye-laws.  Each  Home 
when  registered  is  supplied  with  a  register,  receipt  book,  and  a  copy  of 
the  bye-laws.  Periodical  visits  are  made  to  the  registered  Homes,  the 
inspecting  officers  being  the  County  Medical  Officer,  the  Deputy  County 
Medical  Officer  and  the  Inspector  of  Midwives. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  action  which  has  been  taken 
under  Sections  187-199  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  during  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1940: — 


No.  of  applications  for  registration  ...  ...  ...  8 

No.  of  applications  refused 

No.  of  registrations  cancelled  •••  ...  ...  7 


Total  No.  of  Homes  registered  at  31st  December,  1940 
General  (Medical  and  Surgical)  and  Conva 
lescent  Cases 

Maternity  and  General  Cases 
Convalescent  Cases 
Tuberculosis  Patients  ...  ... 


6 

20 

2 

1 


No.  of  appeals  against  Orders  cancelling  registration 
No.  of  applications  for  exemptions  ••• 

No.  of  exemptions  (a)  granted  ...  i 

(b)  refused 


29 

Nil 

)  ) 
y  y 
y  > 


No  applications  have  been  received  under  Section  194  of  the  Act,  for 
delegation  of  powers. 


Three  of  these  Homes  have  been  temporarily  closed  owing  to  war  con¬ 
ditions,  but  registration  has  not  been  cancelled. 


EMERGENCY  MATERNITY  HOMES. 

In  September,  1939,  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  four 
Emergency  Maternity  Homes  were  equipped  for  dealing  with  expectant 
mothers  received  into  the  County  under  the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme, 
with  a  possible  accommodation  for  105  patients.  It  was  not  found  necessary 
to  open  one  Home,  while  prior  to  the  end  of  1939  two  other  Homes  were 
closed.  The  poor  response  to  the  Scheme,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  a  large 
number  of  women  did  not  remain  in  the  County,  resulted  in  the  remaining 
Home  being  closed  on  the  27th  February,  1940.  Some  82  expectant  mothers 
were  dealt  with  at  the  three  Homes  in  question. 

The  further  evacuation  in  November,  1940,  brought  the  need  for  such 
accommodation  to  the  fore  again ,  and,  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry,  an 
Emergency  Maternity  Home  of  some  20  beds  was  established.  By  the  end 
of  1940,  41  patients  had  been  admitted  and  26  discharged  following  confine¬ 
ment,  the  first  case  being  admitted  on  the  1.3th  November,  1940. 


\ 
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Orthopaedic  Treatment  Scheme. 

This  Scheme  lias  continued  along  the  lines  set  out  in  previous  Reports. 

The  fullest  co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the  Authorities  at 
the  Norfolk  &  Norwich  and  Jenny  Rind  Hospitals,  but  owing  to  the  out¬ 
break  of  war  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  waiting  list  at  the  former  Hospital 
shows  an  increase  in  the  number  of  patients  awaiting  treatment  there. 

1.  Ascertainment. 

831  new  cases  were  added  to  the  Register  during  the  two  years  consist¬ 
ing  of  518  Education,  245  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  41  Tuberculosis, 
and  27  Public  Assistance  cases. 

t 

2.  Clinics  held  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 

61  clinics  were  held,  17  at  King’s  Lynn  and  44  at  Norwich,  whilst 
out-patients  were  seen  on  4  occasions  when  Mr.  Brittain  visited  Melton 
Lodge.  1327  patients  were  examined,  397  of  these  being  new  cases,  663 
were  Education  cases,  and  247,  224  and  150  were  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare,  Tuberculosis  and  Public  Assistance  cases  respectively.  In  addition, 
43  evacuated  children  wrere  seen. 

3.  Institutional  Treatment. 

i 

196  individual  cases  received  treatment  during  the  two  years.  The 
patienfs  were  in  Hospital  for  a  total  number  of  30,041  days,  giving  an 
average  of  just  over  41  beds  occupied  daily. 

4.  Services  of  Orthopaedic  Nurses. 

The  time  of  the  Nurses  is  fully  occupied  in  the  following  up  of  cases 
discharged  from  Hospitals,  giving  active  treatment  to  patients  either  at 
school  or  in  their  own  homes,  and  in  the  general  supervision  of  remedial 
exercises  and  inspection  visits.  In  addition  they  attend  all  the  Ortho¬ 
paedic  Surgeon’s  clinics  arranged  through  the  Scheme. 

5.  Cases  on  the  Register.  [  > 

At  the  end  of  1940  there  were  1956  cases  on  the  current  Register  as 
follows  :  Education  1308,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  320,  Tuberculosis 
161,  and  Public  Assistance  167. 

1105  of  the  cases  have  been  seen  on  at  least  one  occasion  by  the 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon,  and  487  have  received  Hospital  treatment. 

6.  Melton  Lodge. 

In  view  of  the  situation  of  the  Home  it  w^as  decided  to  evacuate  the 
children  to  a  safer  area  at  the  outbreak  of  war.  Part  of  a  mansion  in  the 
heart  of  the  County. has  been  rented,  and  although  difficulties  have  arisen 
in  connection  with  open  air  treatment  of  the  patients,  the  general  lay-out 
of  the  house  made  it  easy  to  adapt  as  a  children’s  Hospital. 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious 

and  other  Diseases. 

The  County  Isolation  Hospital  serves  the  whole  of  the  administrative 
county  except  King’s  Lynn  M.B.,  Cromer,  Sheringham  and  North  Walsham 
Urban  Districts  and  Erpingham  and  Marshland  Rural  Districts.  Its  normal 
accommodation  is  60  patients,  but  to  meet  the  present  need  the  number  of 
beds  has  been  increased  to  96. 


Admission  of  patients  is  arranged  through  the  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  is  restricted  to  cases  where  :  — 

(a)  The  home  conditions  are  such  that  it  is  impossible  to  isolate  the 

patient. 

(b)  The  patient’s  condition  is  such  that  skilled  nursing  is  essential. 


1939. 

1940 

No.  of  patients  in  Hospital  on  1st  January  ...  28 

50 

No.  of  patients  admitted 

...  243 

561 

No.  of  patients  who  died  in 

Hospital  ...  ...  2 

16 

On  1st  January,  1941,  there 

were  74  patients  in  the  Hospital. 

The  patients  admitted  were 

suffering  from  the  following  diseases  :  — 

1939. 

1940 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  116 

272 

Diphtheria 

58 

115 

Whooping  Cough 

15 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

11 

Enteric  Fever 

17 

13 

Erysipelas 

6 

4 

Dysentery 

3 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

1 

Mumps 

8 

8 

Chicken  Pox 

3 

15 

Streptococcal  Throat 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

2 

Babies  with  Mothers 

4 

8 

Nursing  Mothers 

4 

2 

Measles 

...  •••  ...  — 

42 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

; . .  ...  ...  — 

38 

Influenza 

...  ...  • • •  »•  • 

2 

Undulant  Fever 

w 

1 

Croup 

— 

1 

Tonsillitis  ... 

— 

5 

Pityriasis  rosa 

— 

1 

Arthritis  and  Urethritis 

— 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

2 

Observation 

...  — 

9 

The  deaths  in  1939  were  due  to  Diphtheria  and  Typhoid  Fever,  while 
those  in  1940  were  Diphtheria  (8),  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  (4),  Measles 
with  complications  (1),  Erysipelas  (1)  and  Scarlet  Fever  (2). 
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Admissions  to  the  Hospital  include  Service  cases  and  patients  from 
areas  outside  the  Administrative  County,  as  well  as  evacuees.  The  daily 
average  of  patients  in  the  Hospital  during  1940  was  57' 5. 

No  patients  were  admitted  to  the  County  Smallpox  Hospital. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
received  and  the  number  of  deaths  from  certain  of  the  diseases  during  1939 
and  1940 : — 


No.  of 

Deaths  as  given  by 

Disease. 

cases 

notified. 

Registrar-General. 

1930. 

1940. 

1939.  1940. 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

—  — 

Scarlet  Fever 

360 

617 

1  2 

Diphtheria  ... 

104 

136 

1  13 

Enteric  Fever 

23 

20 

3  2 

Pneumonia  ... 

231 

227 

fi30  159 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

63 

47 

Not  given 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

10 

93 

4  18 

Encephalitis  Eethargica 

2 

— 

3  — 

Polio-encephalitis 

— - 

2 

Not  given 

Malaria 

— 

1 

Not  given 

Poliomyelitis 

3 

2 

Not  given 

Dysentery 

1 

12 

Not  given 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

23 

11 

Not  given 

Erysipelas  ... 

75 

68 

Not  given 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

207 

196 

122  119 

Tuberculosis  (Non-Pulmonary ) 

114 

117 

37  29 

*Chicken-pox  ...  ... 

73 

67 

—  — 

*  Whooping  Cough 

295 

605 

8  10 

^Measles 

2 

3360 

6 

Total 

1586 

5581 

309  358 

*Only  notifiable  in  certain  districts  in  1939,  but  notifiable  over  whole  county  in  1940. 

CANCER. 

The  death  rates  per  1000  population  during  the  last  six  years  have 
been  : — 

1935  1936  1937  1938  1939  1940 

1-85  1-92  1*96  1-90  2-01  1-79 

The  age  distribution  of  the  deaths  registered  in  1940  was  as  follows : — 


0-1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-45 

45-65 

65- 

Males 

1 

0 

3 

4 

76 

206 

Females 

0 

1 

0 

17 

111 

187 

Total 

1 

1 

3  . 

21 

187 

393 

* 

facilities  for 

treatment  remain 

as  set 

out  in 

the  r 

eport  for 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (V.D.)  Regulations  of  1916,  treatment  centres 
have  been  established  at  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital  and  the  West 
Norfolk  and  Lynn  Hospital.  Three  Sessions  are  held  weekly,  whilst  inter¬ 
mediate  treatment  is  carried  out  daily  at  both  Clinics. 
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250  new  patients  from  the  administrative  county  were  diagnosed  during 
the  year  1939,  add  244  in  19401,  as  follows  :  — 

Not 


Clinic. 

Syphilis. 

Gonorrhoea. 

V.D.  Total. 

1939.  1940. 

1939.  1940. 

1939.  1940.  1939.  1940. 

Norwich 

22  35 

63 

54 

48  33  133  122 

King’s  Lynn 

9  30 

53 

45 

55  47  117  122 

Total 

31  65 

116 

99 

103  80  250  244 

The  following 

table  shows 

the  total 

) .  / 

attendances  made  by  Norfolk 

patients  at  each  clinic  during  the  past  five  years 

Year. 

Norwich. 

King’s  Lynn. 

1936 

3200 

. 

3277  * 

1937 

•  •  • 

2919 

• 

3282 

1938' 

... 

2804 

2192 

1939 

2731 

. 

2209 

1940 

2345 

• 

3261 

In-patient  Treatment. 

Norwich.  K.  Lynn. 

1939.  1940.  ,  1939.  1940. 

(a.)  Total  number  of  persons  admitted  during  the 

two  years 

.  .  .  •  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

5  4  11 

(b)  Aggregate  number  of  “in-patient  days 

)  ) 

38  67  1  10 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

* 

No  change  has 

been  made  in 

the  scheme  of  treatment. 

Two  Tuber- 

culosis  Officers  cover  the  County  and  each  lias  the  help  of  a 

Nurse. 

Incidence — Comparative  Statement. 

The  number  of 

new  cases  reported  by  formal  notification, 

or  otherwise, 

and  the  case-rates  per  1000  of  the  population, 

during  the  past  15  years,  are 

as  follows  :  — 

i 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Year. 

Pulmonary 

Case- 

N  on-pulmonary 

Case- 

cases. 

rate. 

cases. 

rate. 

1926 

340 

104 

147 

•45 

1927 

362 

L12 

179 

•55 

1928 

303  ,  ... 

•94 

127 

jt 

•39 

1929 

331 

1-02 

172 

•53 

1930 

327 

1-01 

164 

•51 

1931 

273 

•85' 

193 

•60 

1932 

346 

1-07 

222 

•69 

1933 

271 

•84 

199 

•61 

1934 

279 

•87 

204. 

•63 

1935 

236 

•73 

166 

•51 

1936 

279 

•86 

190 

•58 

1937 

218 

•67 

155 

•48 

1938 

176 

•54 

113 

•34 

1939 

208 

•63 

123 

•37 

1940 

198 

•58 

119 

•35 
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lie  mor 

tality  figures  for  the 

same  15 

years  are  as  follows 

— 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Year. 

Pulmonary 

Case 

Non-pulmonary 

Case- 

cases. 

rate. 

cases. 

rate. 

1926 

190 

•59 

52 

16 

1927 

189 

•58 

57 

17 

1928 

176 

•55 

60 

T9 

1929 

197 

•61 

48 

T5 

1930 

184 

*57 

...  -50 

T6 

1931 

162  <  ... 

*55 

48 

T5 

1932 

168 

‘52 

59 

T8 

1933 

141 

•44 

42 

T3 

1934 

137 

•43 

38 

T2 

1935 

134 

•42 

37 

T1 

1936 

133 

•41 

35 

T1 

1937 

144 

•44 

32 

•09 

1938 

189 

•58 

..;  24 

•07 

1939 

142 

•43 

39 

T1 

1940 

137 

•40 

34 

TO 

The  comparatively  high  figure  for  pulmonary  deaths  in  1988  is  due  to 
clearance  of  the  Registers  when  at  least  50'  cases  were  reported  to  have  died 
during  previous  years;  deduction  of  these  would  give  139  for  that  year,  a 
case-rate  of  -42. 

Examinations  and  Dispensary  Records. 

During  the  two  years,  868  new  cases  (including  162  contacts)  were 
examined.  Of  these,  221  were  diagnosed  as  definitely  tuberculous,  while 
292  cases  were  regarded  as  sufficiently  suspicious  to  justify  their  being  kept 
under  observation. 

2073  patients  (912  pulmonary,  593  noil-pulmonary,  an,d  568  doubtful) 
were  on  the  Dispensary  Register  on  31st  December,  1940. 

In  the  two  years  under  review,  1937  cases  were  written  off,  269  as 
recovered,  1183  as  non-tuberculous,  229  dead  and  256  removed  from  the 
County  or  otherwise  lost  sight  of. 

\ 

883  X-ray  photographs  were  taken  during  1939  and  908  in  1940. 


Residential  Treatment. 

891  patients  were  treated  in  sanatoria  or  hospital  during  1939  and  1940. 
701  were  discharged,  52  died,  leaving  138  in-patients  on  31st  December, 
1940. 
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Blind  Persons  Acts,  1920  and  1 938. 

These  Acts  are  administered  by  the  County  Council  through  the  Public 
Heal tli  and  Assistance  Committee. 

Registration, 

During  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1940,  78  new  cases  were  examined, 
64  of  whom  were  certified  to  be  blind  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.  Of 
these,  36  were  over  70,  15  between  60  and  70,"  5  between  50  and  60,  whilst 
the  remaining  8  were  under  50  years  of  age. 

The  total  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  register  was  604  compared 
with  615  the  previous  year. 

The  following  statistics  are  made  up  to  31st  March,  1940,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  instructions  issued  by  the  Minister  of  Health. 


Distribution  of  the  Registered  Cases  in  Age  Groups. 


0-1 

1-5 

5-16 

16-21 

2 1  -  40 

40-50 

50-65 

65-70 

70  and 
over 

Un¬ 

known 

Total 

Male 

•  .  .  •  •  • 

— 

1 

1 

2 

30 

36 

85 

43 

116 

4 

318 

Female 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

— 

5 

3 

20 

23 

49 

36 

149 

— 

286 

Totals 

...  ... 

1 

1 

6 

5 

50 

59 

134 

79 

265 

4 

604 

Ages  at  which  Blindness  occurred. 


0-1. 

1-5. 

5-10. 

10-20. 

20-30. 

30-40. 

40-50. 

50-60. 

60-70. 

70-. 

Un¬ 

known 

Male 

28 

2 

3 

13 

18 

26 

46 

55 

52 

47 

28 

Female 

21 

4 

7 

10 

13 

13 

16 

48 

47 

80 

27 

Totals 

49 

6 

10 

23 

31 

39 

62 

103 

99 

127 

55 

The  Prevention  Register  contains  165  cases,  against  185,  who  have 
been  examined  and  certified  to  be  at  present  not  blind  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Act,  but  who  have  eye  defects  from  which  there  is  a  possibility  of 
their  becoming  blind  at  some  future  date. 

All  persons  able  to  travel  are  examined  by  ophthalmic  specialists  at 
Norwich  or  King’s  Tynn,  and  the  Form  of  Report  and  Certificate  issued  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  is  completed  in  each  case.  Persons  unable  to  travel 
through  ill  health  are  examined  at  their  homes  by  members  of  the  Council’s 
whole-time  Medical  Staff. 

Training. 

2  persons  over  16  years  of  age  were  approved  for  a  course  of  technical 
training,  and  sent  to  the  Norwich  Institution  for  the  Blind,  under  the 
authority  of  the  Education  Committee.  The  Course  lasts  for  four  years, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  training  period  the  trainee,  if  proficient,  is  usually 
.transferred  to  the  workshops  at  the  Institution. 

12  children  are  being  educated  at  the  East  Anglian  School  for  the 
Blind  under  the  Education  Committee’s  scheme. 
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Home  Workers. 

There  are  now  7  Home  Workers  in  the  County. 

Employment. 

In  addition  to  16  Workshop  Employees  at  the  Norwich  Blind  Institu¬ 
tion  and  the  Home  Workers,  19  persons  are  able  to  support  themselves 
from  their  earnings  in  various  occupations.  The  unemployable  blind 
number  554. 

Home  Teaching  and  Visiting. 

The  whole-time  Home  Teachers  possess  the  certificate  of  the  College  of 
Teachers  for  the  Blind.  In  order  to  be  in  personal  touch  with  the  blind 
persons,  the  County  Medical  Officer  occasionally  accompanies  the  Home 
Teachers. 

5059  visits  were  made  during  the  year,  in  comparison  with  5766  last 
year. 

Maintenance  Grants, 

The  financial  circumstances  of  all  the  unemployables  is  carefully 
enquired  into  and,  where  necessary,  their  income  is  augmented.  257  persons 
were;,  receiving  allowances  at  the  end  of  1940.  The  total  amount  of  these 
grants  during  the  year  exceeded  ^7000. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

On  31st  December,  1940,  567  producers  held  Accredited  Licences,  and 
58  T uberculin  Tested  Licences,  whilst  320  schools  (365  departments)  were 
participating  in  the  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme. 

From  the  outbreak  of  war  in  1939  to  the  end  of  1940,  the  two  Sanitary 
Inspectors  on  the  County  Staff  were  also  engaged  on  work  in  connection 
with  the  Casualty  Services  (A.R.P.) . 
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